I. Mladjov, Page 1/ 


GALATIA and PAPHLAGONIA 

The Galatai (Greek for “Gauls”) entered Anatolia (Asia Minor) as raiders in 178 BC and became involved in 
the rivalry of local Hellenistic monarchs, in particular those of Bithynia and Pergamon. They settled in central 
Anatolia and gave their name to the country. The Galatians were divided into three tribes, the Tolistobogii in 
the west (at Pessinus and Gordium), the Tectosages in the center (at Ancyra), and the Trocmi in the east (at 
Tavium). The country was not politically united, but authority was divided between the dozen chieftains, or 
tetrarchs of the Galatian tribes. This division rendered the Galatians militant and suitable for employment as 
mercenaries but also meant they stood little chance of resisting the greater powers contending for control of Asia 
Minor, namely the Roman Republic and Mithradates VI Eupator of Pontus (110—63); Mithradates extended his 
control over Galatia only gradually, and ultimately only for a relatively short duration. Nevertheless, he and his 
rivals continued to recruit Galatian allies and mercenaries as before. Only in 59 did the tetrarch of the 
Tolistobogii Dei'otaros become king of Galatia under Roman auspices, and proceeded to ruthlessly suppress 
opposition among rival tetrarchs and his own family. On the death of king Amyntas in 15 BC, Galatia became a 
Roman province and remained in Roman hands until the Saljuq conquest in the 11 th century. 

Neighboring Paphlagonia also took a long time before it coalesced into anything resembling a centralized 
monarchy, although the royal houses of Bithynia and Pergamon seem to have originated in the Paphlagonian 
nobility. A king named Pylaimenes Euergetes bequeathed his kingdom to the king of Pontus, Mithradates V 
Euergetes, perhaps sometime before 119. After Mithradates V’s death in 120, the country appears to have 
recovered its independence, because we next find it invaded and divided by Bithynia and Pontus in 108. A 
Roman intervention undid the arrangement, but Nikomedes III of Bithynia managed to install his suggestively- 
named son Pylaimenes on the Paphlagonian throne. By 89 Mithradates VI Eupator of Pontus had expelled this 
Pylaimenes and taken over Paphlagonia. After the defeat of Mithradates in 63 part of the region was entrusted 
by the Romans to two kings, probably brothers and possibly sons of the preceding Pylaimenes. Their successor 
came from the Galatian royal family of the Tectosages. In 6 BC the kingdom was added to the Roman province 
of Galatia. 


Kings of Galatia 

63—40 Dei'otaros I Philoromaios ... son of Sinorix; tetrarkhes of the Tolistobogii by 70, basileus 59 
+ Dei'otaros II Philopator ... son of Dei'otaros I; associated 51—43 
40—37 Kastor ... son of Kastor of the Tectosages by daughter of Dei'otaros I; Paphlagonia 40—37 
37—25 Amyntas ... husband of daughter of Dei'otaros I; son of Dyitalos 
(Roman province of Galatia 25 BC) 


cio8—c.ioi 
c. 101— 96: 
189—63 
63-40 

40-37 
37-6 


Kings of Inner Paphlagonia 
(divided between Bithynia and Pontus 1 ) 

Pylaimenes ... son of Nikomedes III of Bithynia; deposed 

Mithradates (VI) Eupator Dionysos ... son of Mithradates V of Pontus 2 ; Pontus 120—63 
Attalos ... son of (?) Pylaimenes 

+ Pylaimenes ... brother of (?) Attalos; associated 63 — ? 

Kastor ... son of Kastor of the Tectosages; Galatia 40—37 
Dei'otaros Philadelphos ... son of Kastor 
(to the Roman province of Galatia 6 BC) 


1 Earlier rulers included Pylaimenes Euergetes, who allegedly bequeathed the kingdom to Mithradates V of 
Pontus (by 129?), Mithradates V himself (died 120), and at least one unidentified native king (another 
Pylaimenes?) until the division of the kingdom between Bithynia and Pontus in c.108. 

1 In exile during Roman partial or complete occupation of Paphlagonia in 72—70 and 66—63. 



